results from the mass of the class. To do this the brighter students had to be kept back, and the duller ones prodded up to the level of the average pupil. Little or no allowance was made for personal aptitude or predilection, and the boy who seemed stupid in any subject was punished for his lack in advance.
It is the old story of Linnaeus and Darwin, both of whom were the despair of their teachers, because they cared not for the things they had to give them. The writer has personal knowledge of a similar case in a fellow pupil to whom mathematics and physics were insufferable, and that in a school where these were the chief subjects of study. 
